NAYANA

WITHDRAWAL

DISCIPLES in Calcutta realised how difficulty was
to bear the absence of the Guru though they had known him
only for a little over two years, he was referred to and ad-
dressed as "Nayana (father* and experience had proved that
he was mors than a father (God was described in Rig Veda as
Sakha, Pita, Pitrutamaha - pitroonaam). His golden frail body
of medium height with radiant affectionate smile, was to be
a lasting impression with them. He was always free from anxi-
ety and care, but his zeal to undo widely current false inter-
pretations of the Vedas and Sastras was formidable. When it
was known that Visalakshi us/ed to do Homa whenever
Ganapati Muni was out of station and he ignored the criti-
cism of misguided pandits, the Calcutta disciples realised with
reverence that the Guru practised first what he taught. His
insistence on equal rights to women and on the removal of
untouchability made them respect him as a reformer with pro-
gressive outlook though he was in fact preaching in accor-
dance with the spirit of the Vedas. He made the Vedas look
modern, eternally modern. Just like God, the Vedas too are
ever new. But disciples were helpless to prevent him from
going to Kharagpur to grace an Ashram which he never
wanted.

The Ashram was thatched house of two rooms.
Somayajula Suryanarayan was chosen by the disciples to ar-
range for the daily meals to Nayana. Sitnhalu came from,
Kaluvarayi to serve him and he had to mess in a different
house every day. When Simhalu went out for meals,
Somayajula Suryanaray ana's brother was keeping watch over
the Ashram. Disciples were gathering in the Ashram every
Saturday and Homa was performed in the presence of
Ganapati Muni after which generally he .spoke for a while.
As these disciples were living in distant localities, no one
had the time or facility to personally look after the needs of
the Guru. The schedule of his special diet was not adhered
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